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The Parent Resource Center Staff 
hopes you are having a wonderful summer so far! 

 
Like you, we still do not know what the next school year will 

look like, but we try to keep you as updated as possible.  
 

Please let us know if you have any questions or need re-
sources. You can reach us by email at prc@ccps.org 

 
The staff of the Parent Resource Center: 

Mary F. Amerman 
Katie  Seymour 
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Useful Websites: 
 

CCPS Summer Learning Opportunities: https://www.ccps.org/cms/
lib/MD01906418/Centricity/ModuleInstance/90/CCPS%
20Summer%20Learning%20Opportunities-1.pdf  
 
Updates from the State Superintendent: http://
marylandpublicschools.org/newsroom/Pages/COVID-19/
Superintendent.aspx  
 
Autism Speaks: Newly Diagnosed?: https://www.autismspeaks.org/
newly-diagnosed  
 
Understood.org (articles for families with a child who has special 
needs/learning differences)https://www.understood.org/pages/en/
families/  
 
Information from Maryland State Department of Education’s Divi-
sion of Early Intervention and Special Education Services (DEI/
SES)  http://marylandlearninglinks.org/  

Ed Department Issues New Guidance On Special Education    
During Pandemic: The U.S. Department of Education is offering 
up details about how states and schools can address special edu-
cation disputes in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/qa-dispute-resolution-procedures-part-b.pdf  
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Reopening Maryland Schools K-12 Decision Matrix 
 
More information about this document can be found here: http://marylandpublicschools.org/newsroom/

Documents/MSDERecoveryPlan.pdf  
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The MSDE Recovery Plan, aligned with the Governor’s Maryland Strong: 
Roadmap to Recovery, continues to be a fluid document, shaped by information 
as it becomes available and through ongoing stakeholder input and feedback. 
The MSDE, Division of Early Intervention and Special Education Services 
(DEI/SES) recognizes that serving students with disabilities requires additional 
considerations to comply with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA): including ensuring continued access to the general education curricu-
lum, and an IEP designed/implemented to allow the student to make progress 
on their Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals through changing ser-
vice delivery models as school re-open.  
 
 
 
This bulletin provides decision-making guidance to support LSSs/PAs in ad-
dressing individual student needs arising from the transition(s) to different al-
ternative service delivery models (e.g., virtual and/or distance learning, blend-
ed, or face-to-face instruction); determining compensatory education/recovery 
services, as appropriate, due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and documenting 
those decisions in local recovery efforts.  

To read the bulletin in its entirety, please visit: http://marylandpublicschools.org/
programs/Documents/Special-Ed/TAB/TAB_20-09_Recovery_Efforts.pdf  
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“When we are born, our senses are present, but not yet fully organized 
and developed. During the first 6 to 8 years of life, our brains learn how 
to filter a continuous bombardment of sensory information, determining 
which pieces pose a threat or serve another larger purpose. This process 
is known as sensory integration (SI), and its coordination occupies more 
than 80% of our nervous system. The result of this integration process is 
an organized brain, which forms our perceptions, behaviors, and  
learning. If all goes well, by the time a child is in early elementary 
school, his senses are integrated effectively enough to allow him to 
learn, attend, and self-regulate.” 
 
 
To read the full article, please visit: http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/
articles/2020/sensory-development-in-uncertain-times  
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Past versions of            
The Special Edition 
newsletter are also 

available on our  
internet site.  

The Parent Resource Center exists to provide a resource for parents, 
educators, and the community that will benefit all youth with disabilities. The 
center provides training, resources, and linkages between the school and 
community. Staffed by parents and educators, the center’s activities include, 
but are not limited to, the following:  
 

 Maintaining a lending library of articles, newsletters, books, and 
videotapes on a wide range of special education topics, such as special 
education law, types of disabilities, support groups, and recreational 
opportunities.  

 Seeking ways to encourage and strengthen communication between 
parents and school personnel.  

 Referring families to local support groups, workshops, and advocacy 
groups.  

 Providing an opportunity for families to network and share ideas and   
experiences.  

 
Link experienced parents to parents of newly identified children with similar 
special needs.  
Offer support to parents who need someone to talk to on an individual basis 
in a confidential, supportive, atmosphere.  
 
The Parent Resource Center is a cooperative program that includes: 

 Family Support Network of the Cecil County Infants & Toddlers        
Program,  

 Partners for Success of the Cecil County Public Schools Special           
Education Program, and Preschool Partners Program. 
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